Chapter 6 1 SharePoint and InfoPath

Creating web enabled InfoPath forms

In this section, you will learn how to create web enabled InfoPath fénfiefathis an

information gatheng tooland is used to create XML formBeople have always been trying to
come up with a standard for creating electronic forms. Before InfoPath, companies created
electronic formsn different formats. InfoPath has helped companies to adhere to a standard.
Coding XML manually may not be an interesting job but creating XML forms with InfoPath has
really made this job quite easier.

All clients must have InfoPath installed onithmachines in order to open the forms. It could be
a problem for smaller companies to provide InfoPath client to all the users. What can be the
solution then? Solution is to create web enabled forms that can be opened in web browser
without having to ingtll InfoPath client on user machines.

Following is a stefby-step guide that will show you how to create and deploy a web enabled
form:

1. Open InfoPath (Start > All Programs > Microsoft Office > Microsoft Office InfoPath)2007
2. On the "Getting Started" screen, under "Design a"{aclck "Design a form template”.
3. On the "Design a form template” screen, select "Form Terhplatecheck the checkbox

"Enable browsecompatible features onlyat the bottom. Make sure it's based on a "Blank"
template.
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Figure 6.36 Design a form template

4. From the "Format" menu, select "Layout...".
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Figure 6.37: Design layout

5. From the "Layotittable on the right side, select "Table with Title". This will insert a table
with a header. You can change the color theme by selecting a color scheme from the "Format >

Color Schemes" menu.

6. Change the header to "User Regtgird.

7. Click in the area "Click to add form content". Riglitk the area and select "Split Cells
from the menu. Split the column into two. Add following labels in the left column. Add each

label in anew row:

- First Name
- Last Name
- Address

- Zip

- City

- State

- Country

- Phone

- Fax
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- Web

8. In the right column, add text boxes against each label. Click "Design Tasks" from the table on
the right side.
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j Table with Title
J Cne-Calumn Table
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Figure 6.38 Layout (Design Tasks)

9. Click "Controls" in the design tasks and then select "Text Box" from the "Standard" controls
section. Drag text box into the first row, second noltand rename it to "FirstName". To

rename, right click the text box and select "Text Box Properties” and change the field name. Do
the same for all other fields, add text boxes and rename them as following:

- LastName
- Address

- Zip

- City

- State

- Country

- Phone

- Fax

- Web

Tip: Use font "Verdana" and size "8.5".

10. Add two buttons at the bottom and rename them to "Submit" and "Close". The completed
form will look like the following:
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User Registration

First Name T Ty j
LastName T """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
;:a:aa;é;,; """""""""" """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
S e 1
ity T T |
Country T T
§'p'h'an'.; """"""""""" """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
Fax T e 1
Webn T 1 — i
- lswbmit|Cese| ;
i_____________________________' _____________________________________________________________ g

Figure 6.392 User Registration Form

11. From "Tools" menu, select "Form Options..."
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12. Make sure "Browser" is selected in the "Category" and uncheck the following toolbar
options:

- Show toolbar at top of form
- Show toolbar at bottom of form

13. Select "Security and Triish "Category" Uncheck "Automatically determine security level
(recommended)” checkbox. Select "Full Tr@ibe form has access to files and settings on the

computer)” option button.

14. Select "Programming” category. Select C# as the programmigugglge and select a
location to save the code.
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Figure 6.41 Select programming language
15. Select "Compatibilitycategory. Check the option "Design a form template that can be
opened in a browser or InfoPath". A@dURL in the text box provided below. This will be the

URL of the forms services web service. The URL will be:

http://server/ vti_bin/FormsServices.asmx

Note: server name in the URL above will be different for you.

Caktegary:
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Open and Save Browser compatibility

OFfline ¥ Design a Form template that can be opened in a browser or InfoPath
E-Mail Attachments

Property Promation ™ Hide errors For code that uses InfoPath-only features

Digital Signatures

: Enter the URL af a server that is running InfoPath Forms Services and can be used
Security and Trusk

ko verify compatibilicy:

Preview
Pragramming Ihttp:,l',l'serveri'_vti_l:uin,l'Fu:urmsServiu:es.asmx
Ez:ﬁ::?:tlﬁity Example: http: f o, contosao, com)f

Figure 6.42 Browsercompatibility
16. Click OK to save all these changes.
17. Ok, it's time to publish the form. Select "Publish...” from the "File" menu.

18. Select first option "To a SharePoint server with or without InfoPath Forms Séiites
publishing wizard.
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19. Provide a URL where this form will be published. This will be location on your SharePoint
server. You can select the ropath, for examplehttp://serer and click "Next".

20. Check the option "Enable the form to be filled out by using a brbamsdrclick "Next".

21. Click "Browse" button and select a location on your hard disk where tijiéate will be
saved. Give your template a hame. | named it "userregistrationtpl.xsn". Click "Next".

22. Click "Add" button to add columns that you want to appear on your SharePoint Forms
Library. For example, Click "Add" and then select "FirstName" fittie columns. Select

"(None: Create new column in this library)" option from the "Site column group:" drop down. A
column name "First Name" will automatically be entered in the "Column name". You can
change it to your liking. Add as many columns as yoe 8ikd click "OK" to saveClick

"Next" then click "Publish" and finally click "Close" to close the wizard.
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oK I Cancel |
A
< Back | Mext = | Cancel

Figure 6.43 Publishing wizard
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Uploading the published web form

23. There are two ways to upload the published web form to SharePoint: Using the interface
provided by SharePoint and using the command line tool stsadm.exe. | will show you both
methods. First, let's try the first method, that is, using the SharePoint admin interface. Open
"SharePoint Central Administratiosite by selecting Start > All Programs > Microsoft Office
Server > SharePoint 3.0 @eal Administration.

42 SharePoint 3.0 Central Administration

—
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I Microsoft SOL Server 2005
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Figure 6.44 Central Administration

24. Select "Application Manageméiitom "Central Administration”. In "InfoPath Forms

Services" section, select "Manage form templates". If you don't see this seciton, probably you
might not have configured the forms services on your server. Enable "Forms Services" on your
server. The following technet aite has the details:

http://technet.microsoft.com/aws/library/cc262263.aspx

25. Click on "Upload form templdteBrowse to the folder where you saveé template and

select the template file. Click the "Verify" button to make sure there are no errors in your
template. This is not required in this template because this is a very small template without any
code but you should always verify the templagéore uploading if it has code and has a
complicated layout. Leave the default options as they are and click "Upload"”.
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¥ Upgrade the form template if it already exists

Mew sessions will start using the uparaded version of the form template.
Forms already open will continue to use the current version of the form
template.

How would you like to handle existing browser-based form filling sessions?

&~ Allow existing browser-based form filling sessions to complete using
the current version of the form template.

" Terminate existing browser-based form filling sessions. Any data in
those sessions will be lost.

If you wish to wait until all sessions of the form template have completed

before upagrading, navigate to Manage Form Templates, select the form
template, and choose Quiesce form.

Figure 6.45 Upgradethe form template
26. You will see a message after the form has been uploaded. Click Ok. You will be shown the
list of uploaded forms. Select the form you just uploaded. Move the mouse over the form name.

Click the down arrow. Select "Activate to a Stellectior'.

userregistrationtpl. xsn i

View Properties
Activate to a Site Collection
Deactivate from a Site Collection

Quiesce Form Template

}( Remove Farm

Figure 6.46 Activate to a Site Collection

27. Change the site collection in the "Sitall€ction’ drop down. If you only have one site
collection then you don't need to worry about it. If you have multiple site collections, then select
the one where you want to activate the template. Click the down arrow and tkeiChiange

Site Collection". Change the web application in the "Web Applicatioop down. Again if you

have only one web application or the web application of your choice is already selected then
leave it as it is. You can selecsite from the left side that shows the sites' links. By default,

root "/" is selected. Click OK. Click OK again to activate the template on the site collection you
selected.
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Select Site Collection
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Figure 6.47: Select Site Collection

Preparing the Forms Library

28. Open a SharePoint site. If you have already created a Forms library then you just need to
configure it for the InbPath template otherwise, create a new Forms Library. Open "Form
Library Settings.

User Registration

Mew = Upload = @ Actions - Settings -

Type Mame Create Column
) ' . Add a column to store additional
To create a new item, dick New” or “Uple information about each item,

F the

Create View
Create a view to select columns,
filters, and other display settings.

| B

Form Library Settings
Manage settings such as permissions,
columns, views, and policy,

Figure 6.48 Form Library Settings

29. Go to "Advanced SettingsSet "Allow management of content ty@&so "Yes". Set
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"Opening browseenabled documents" to "Display as a Web palgethe "Folders" section, set
"Display "New Folder" command on the New menu?" to "No". Set the last option "Allow items
from this form library to appear in search results?" to "Yes". Click OK.

Allow management of content types?

(% ves  No
Template LRL:
User Registration/Forms/template.xml

Opening browser-enabled documents
. Open in the dient application
O Display as a Web page

Destination name: (For example, Team Library)

LIRL:

Display "Mew Folder™ command on the Mew menu?

f" Yes = i‘lu:e

Allow items from this form library to appear in search results?

G Yes f" Mo

oK Cancel

Figure 6.49 Library settings
30. In the library settings' "Content Typegction, click "Add from existing site content types".
Select the template that you uploaded from tbteoli available site content types and click the

"Add >" button and click Ok.
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